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11. Glossary  
Rārangi whakamārama

Term Definition

Abandon Means to cease to support or to give up completely.

Agencies For the purposes of this Plan, means central or local government bodies, Crown entities or any other 
government organisation.

Amenity values Those natural or physical qualities and characteristics of an area that contribute to people’s appreciation of 
its pleasantness, aesthetic coherence, and cultural and recreational attributes.

Animal Any mammal, bird, fish, reptile or other vertebrate; any insect or other invertebrate. Any living organism, 
except a plant, micro-organism or a human being. Includes any egg, larva, pupa or other reproductive 
material.

Animal pest An animal declared a pest in a national or regional pest management plan.

Appropriate As determined to be appropriate by Waikato Regional Council or its officers acting under delegated authority.

Authorised person A person appointed an authorised person under section 103 (Inspectors, authorised persons, and accredited 
persons) of the Biosecurity Act 1993.

Beneficiary The receiver of benefits accruing from the implementation of a pest management measure or the Plan.

Biodiversity The variability among living organisms from all habitats, including terrestrial, marine and other aquatic 
ecosystems and the ecological systems of which they are part of. This includes diversity within species, 
between species and of ecosystems.

Breed For the purposes of this Plan, means to breed, propagate or otherwise multiply the pest.

Building A temporary or permanent movable or immovable structure (including a structure intended for occupation 
by people, animals, machinery or chattels) and includes a vehicle or motor vehicle (including a vehicle or 
motor vehicle as defined in section 2(1) of the Land Transport Act 1998) that is immovable and is occupied by 
people on a permanent or long-term basis (Building Act 2004).

Biological control Applying a natural enemy (living organism) that will prey upon or adversely affect a pest with the intention of 
reducing the level of infestation of that pest.

Biosecurity Protection within the region from the risks posed by organisms to environmental, social, cultural and 
economic wellbeing, through exclusion, eradication and control.

Chief Technical 
Officer

A person appointed a Chief Technical Officer under section 101 of the Biosecurity Act 1993.

Communicate For the purposes of this Plan, means to move a pest from one location to another.

Consultation The communication of a genuine invitation to give advice and a genuine consideration of that advice.

Containment area An area of pest infestation managed differently from the rest of Waikato.

Control To reduce the incidence or severity of a pest to levels where they no longer have a negative effect.

Controlled area An area for the time being declared under subsection (2) of section 131 of the Biosecurity Act 1993 to be an 
area that is controlled for the purposes of that section.

Costs and benefits Costs and benefits of any kind, whether monetary or non-monetary, and whether quantifiable or non-
quantifiable.

Craft Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993;. 

a) “means an aircraft, ship, boat, or other machine or vessel used or able to be used for the transport of 
people or goods, or both, by air or sea; and

b) includes—

(i) an oil rig; and
(ii) a structure or installation that is imported by being towed through the sea.’

Crown land Land vested in the Crown and administered by a Minister; includes all land forming part of any national park, 
any reserve within the meaning of the Reserves Act 1977, and all unoccupied lands of the Crown.

Cycle paths A separated pathway or marked route primarily intended for the use of cyclists, which may be on or off-road 
and cross both private and public land.

Destroy For the purposes of the rules in this Plan (unless otherwise stated in a rule or programme note), ‘destroy’ 
means to kill or dispose of in a manner that will not allow the pest to reinfest an area. 
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Term Definition

Development of land Land development means the erection of buildings or structures on land, or the change of use of land, and 
includes associated earthworks.

Direction Direction means a notice issued in accordance with section 122 of the Biosecurity Act 1993 requesting a 
person, owner or occupier to carry out certain work or measures.

Direct control Means pest animal or plant control undertaken by or funded by the Waikato Regional Council.

Disease A disease is an impairment of the normal state of an organism that interrupts or modifies its vital functions. 
All species of plants, wild and cultivated alike, are subject to disease.

Distribute To propagate, offer for sale, or sell, transport, release or in any way spread a pest, whether for commercial 
gain or not. Distribution has a corresponding meaning.

Ecosystem A dynamic complex of plant, animal and microorganism communities and their non-living environment, 
interacting as a functional unit.

Effects Unless the context otherwise requires, the term ‘effects’ has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993: 

a) “includes the following, regardless of scale, intensity, duration or frequency: 

(i) a positive or adverse effect; and 
(ii) a temporary or permanent effect; and 
(iii) a past, present or future effect; and 
(iv) a cumulative effect that arises over time or in combination with other effects; and 

b) also includes the following: 

(i) a potential effect of high probability; and 
(ii) a potential effect of low probability that has a high potential impact”.

Enforce To compel observance of the law.

Environment Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993 and includes:

a) “ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and their communities; and 

b) all natural and physical resources; and

c) amenity values; and 

d) the aesthetic, cultural, economic and social conditions that affect or are affected by any matter referred 
to in paragraphs (a) to (c).”

Eradicate In relation to an organism, means to completely remove it from New Zealand, the region or a defined area of 
the region.

Eradication To reduce the infestation level of a pest to zero levels (density) in an area in the short to medium term.

Exacerbator A person who, by their activities or inaction, contributes to the creation or continuance of, or makes worse, a 
particular pest management problem.

Exclusion To prevent the establishment of a pest or group of pests. 

Exotic Introduced species that are not native to New Zealand.

Feral Existing in a wild state or unmanaged state and not reliant directly on human activities for survival.

Fishing For the purpose of the Plan, fishing means the catching, taking or harvesting of pest, coarse or sport fish, and 
includes:

• any other activity that may reasonably be expected to result in the catching, taking or harvesting of 
pest, coarse or sport fish; or

• any attempt to catch, take or harvest pest, coarse or sport fish.

Forestry An area principally comprised of exotic tree plantings.

General rate A rate levied on every separately rateable property within the boundaries of the Waikato region, pursuant to 
section 13 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002. The rating system to be used shall be on the basis of 
equalised capital value.
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Term Definition

Good Neighbour Rule Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993. 
“Means a rule to which the following apply:

a) it applies to an occupier of land and to a pest or pest agent that is present on the land; and

b) it seeks to manage the spread of a pest that would cause costs to occupiers of land that is adjacent or 
nearby; and

c) it is identified in a regional pest management plan as a Good Neighbour Rule; and

d) it complies with the directions in the national policy direction relating to the setting of Good Neighbour 
Rules.”

Goods Is defined under the Biosecurity Act 1993 as all kinds of moveable personal property.

Habitat The place or type of site where an organism or population normally occurs.

Harmful organisms Means organisms that have not been declared pests for the purposes of this Plan because, although they may 
have significant adverse effects, regulatory responses are not considered appropriate or necessary.

Incursion A recent occurrence of a plant or animal species previously unknown in the given area. Usually refers to 
highly invasive species.

Indigenous An organism occurring within its natural range (past or present) and dispersal potential, and native to New 
Zealand.

Infestation The presence of pest animals or pest plants in a place where they cause damage.

Introduced A species brought from its natural range to New Zealand by a human agency.

Iwi Māori tribes that are associated with a distinct territory and are usually comprised of several hapū with 
genealogical and historical connections.

Kaitiakitanga The exercise of guardianship by the tangata whenua of an area in accordance with tikanga Māori in relation 
to natural and physical resources; and includes the ethic of stewardship, as defined by section 2 of the 
Resource Management At 1991.

Mana whenua Customary authority exercised by an iwi or hapū in an identified area.

Management agency Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993: “Means the body specified as the management agency 
in a pest management plan or a pathway management plan.”

Māori land Māori customary land and Māori freehold land as defined by section 4 of the Te Ture Whenua Māori Act 1993.

Mauri Principle of life, life force; the essential quality and vitality of a being or entity.

Modified McLean 
Scale

A scale designed to assess rabbit population levels (refer Appendix 2).

Minister Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993 “Means Minister of the Crown” 

Monitoring Monitoring means to observe, measure and record the population levels and trends of a particular pest 
population.

National policy 
direction for Pest 
Management 2015

The direction approved under section 57 of the Biosecurity Act 1993. Its purpose is to ensure pest 
management plans provide the best use of available resources and align with one another, when necessary. 

Natural area An area of indigenous habitat type that naturally occurs at the given site.

Occupier Has the same meaning as in Part 1 of the Biosecurity Act 1993: 

a) “in relation to any place physically occupied by any person, means that person; and 

b) in relation to any other place, means the owner of the place; and 

c) in relation to any place, includes any agent, employee, or other person, acting or apparently acting in 
the general management or control of the place.”

Operational plan A plan prepared by a management agency under section 100B of the Biosecurity Act 1993. It sets out how 
objectives of the RPMP will be achieved in any given financial year. It is intended that the operational plan 
will also report on actions to be undertaken to support the regional priority areas outlined in the Waikato 
Biosecurity Strategy 2022-2032..
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Term Definition

Organism Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993:

a) “does not include a human being or a genetic structure derived from a human being: 

b) includes a micro-organism: 

c) subject to paragraph (a), includes a genetic structure that is capable of replicating itself (whether that 
structure comprises all or only part of an entity, and whether it comprises all or only part of the total 
genetic structure of an entity): 

d) includes an entity (other than a human being) declared by the Governor-General by Order in Council to 
be an organism for the purposes of the Biosecurity Act 1993:

e) includes a reproductive cell or developmental stage of an organism:

f) includes any particle that is a prion.”

Pathway A means by which unwanted organisms can travel and be spread from one area to another, with or without 
the use of their natural dispersal mechanisms.

Person Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993: “Includes the crown, a corporation sole, and a body of 
persons (whether corporate or unincorporate).”

Pest An organism specified as a pest in a national or regional pest management plan.

Pest agent Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993:
“In relation to any pest, means any organism capable of:

a) helping the pest replicate, spread, or survive; or

b) interfering with the management of the pest.”

Pest plant A plant that has been declared a pest in a national or regional pest management plan.

Place Includes any building, conveyance, craft, land or structure, and the bed and waters of the sea and any canal, 
lake, pond, river or stream.

Plant Any grass, tree, shrub, herb, flower, nursery stock, culture, vegetable or other vegetation, and also includes 
the fruit, seed, spore, portion or product of any plant and includes all aquatic plants. 

Pre-2022 levels Refers to the geographic distribution/extent of pests in the progressive containment programme at all known 
sites within the Waikato region that have been recorded by Waikato Regional Council as of 2022. 

Priority Possum 
Control Area ‘PPCA’

Priority possum control areas (PPCAs) are areas of land that have been identified by the Waikato Regional 
Council as needing possum control in order to:

• protect and enhance biodiversity (including improving the stability of catchments)

• enhance farm production

• maintain the gains of previous or existing possum control.
A map of these areas is available on the Waikato Regional Council website.

Progressive 
containment

To contain or reduce the geographic distribution of a pest within a defined area over time.

Propagation To grow new plants from seeds or from pieces cut from an existing plant, or to make a plant produce more 
plants.

Property boundary Legal boundary that divides one property from another (usually associated with different owners).

Public notice Means:

a) A notice published in a newspaper circulating generally in the district to which the subject-matter of the 
notice relates; or

b) Where there is no newspaper circulating generally in any district, a notice published on placards affixed 
to public places in the district to which the subject-matter of the notice relates.

Published’ and ‘publicly notified’ have corresponding meanings. A public notice setting forth the object, 
purport, or general effect of a document shall in any case be sufficient notice of that document.

Quarry Is deemed for this Plan to be the areas at any given site where extraction, processing and storage of rocks, 
aggregate, sand or minerals take place. This includes related activities such as vehicle movement, stockpiling 
of these materials, transfer for processing, and loading to transport trucks. 
A 50 metre boundary around the above areas will apply as part of the definition of ‘a quarry,’ and any area 
proposed to be used for quarrying within the Plan timeframe is included in this definition. 
Areas outside of this definition and owned by the quarry operator but not used for the purposes of quarrying, 
will be subject to the same RPMP rules as land used for other purposes.

Rail Any rail corridor, whether in active use or not, as defined by the parcel boundary. 
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Term Definition

Rail corridors The strip of land owned by the rail access provider or a railway premise owner on which a railway operates, or 
formerly operated. Generally 20 metres wide (although it may vary in width from 10 to 60 metres).

Reasonable measures 
(Good Neighbour 
Rules)

Reasonable measures, in relation to Good Neighbour Rules mean:

a) If the pest is not present on the neighbour’s land, the measures might include regular monitoring 
adequate for detecting the pest, and the intent and ability to control the pest if detected. 

b) If the pest is present, the occupier should be managing it or its impacts. What is reasonable will depend 
on the uses and values of the land.

Region As determined in accordance with the Local Government Act 2002: 

a) means the regtion of a regional council; and

b) includes the district of a territorial authority, if the territorial authority is a unitary authority.

Regional pathway 
management plan 

A plan for the prevention or management of the spread of harmful organisms made under Part 5 of the 
Biosecurity Act 1993. 

Regional pest 
management plan (or 
‘Plan’)

See the interpretation and Part 5 of that Act.

Regional policy 
statement

A regional plan for the eradication or effective management of a particular pest or pests made under Part 5 of 
the Biosecurity Act 1993.

Release See the interpretation and part 5 of that Act.

Restricted place An operative regional policy statement approved by a regional council under schedule 1 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. This includes all operative changes to such a policy statement (whether arising from a 
review or otherwise).

Risk goods Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993: 
“Means any organism, organic material or other thing, or substance, that (by reason of its nature, origin or 
other relevant factors) it is reasonable to suspect constitutes, harbours, or contains an organism that may – 

a) cause unwanted harm to natural and physical resources or human health in New Zealand; or

b) interfere with the diagnosis, management, or treatment, in New Zealand, of pests or unwanted 
organisms.”

Road Means all formed roads (including road verges) from the centre of the road to an abutting property boundary 
and includes all bridges, culverts and fords forming part of any road, but does not include unformed (paper) 
roads.

Road reserve Road reserves include the land on which formed roads lie and the verge areas that extend to adjacent 
property boundaries.

Rule A rule included in a pest management plan in accordance with section 73(5) of the Biosecurity Act 1993. A 
breach of a rule constitutes an offence under the Biosecurity Act 1993.

Sale Includes barter, and also includes offering, exposing or attempting to sell, or having in possession for sale, or 
sending or delivery for sale, causing or allowing to be sold, offered or exposed for sale, and also includes any 
disposal whether for valuable consideration or not. Sell has a corresponding meaning.

Site-led pest 
programme/Site-led

A pest programme that focuses on containing, reducing or controlling specific pests within a place to an 
extent that it protects the values of that place.

Species For the purpose of this Plan, a species includes all cultivars, varieties and forms of that species, unless 
otherwise stated; but excludes any hybrids of that species with another species, unless otherwise stated.

Stakeholders Occupiers identified as beneficiaries of regional intervention, or exacerbators of a pest problem.

Subdivision Subdivision is essentially a process of dividing a parcel of land to create additional sections.

Subject In relation to a pest management plan, means the organism or organisms specified as a pest or pests under 
the plan; and in relation to a pest management plan, means the pest/s to which the plan applies.

Surveillance To survey areas to establish the absence, presence, or extent of pests.

Sustained control To provide for the ongoing control of a pest to reduce its impacts on values in an area and its spread to other 
properties.

Taonga Treasures, entities (living and inanimate) with great value.

Tangata whenua People of the land – Indigenous people of New Zealand and Māori that hold mana whenua over a certain 
area.

Threatened For the purposes of this Plan, means any species classified as nationally or regionally threatened according 
to New Zealand Threat Classification System criteria. For completeness, this includes sub-categories critical, 
endangered, and vulnerable.
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Term Definition

Transport corridor Any road or rail corridor, and cycle path as defined above.

Untreated kauri plant 
material

Any part of any living kauri plant including but not limited to wood, bark, leaves, seeds, or any part of any 
dead kauri plant that has not been subject to timber processing. Untreated timber also includes woodchips 
and sawdust.

Unwanted organism Has the same meaning as in the Biosecurity Act 1993:
“Means any organism that a Chief Technical Officer believes is capable or potentially capable of causing 
unwanted harm to any natural and physical resources or human health; and

a) Includes –

(i) Any new organism, if the Environmental Risk Management Authority has declined approval to import 
that organism; and

(ii) Any organism specified in the Second Schedule of the Hazardous Substances and New  
Organisms Act 1996; but

b) Does not include any organism approved for importation under the Hazardous Substances and New 
Organisms Act 1996, unless—

(i) The organism is an organism which has escaped from a containment facility; or
(ii) A chief technical officer, after consulting the Environmental Risk Management Authority and taking 

into account any comments made by the Authority concerning the organism, believes that the 
organism is capable or potentially capable of causing unwanted harm to any natural and physical 
resources or human health.”

Vector An organism or thing which carries another organism into an area, or onto or into another host.

Wāhi tapu A sacred place in the traditional, spiritual, religious, ritual or mythological sense. These are defined locally by 
the hapū or iwi.

Wetland For a wetland to be classed as a place that is subject to the rules under the site-led pest programmes listed 
in this RPMP it must meet the definition of an ‘natural inland wetland’ in the National Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management 2020 or any subsequent revision of this National Policy Statement.

Zero density No known individuals of the target pest species are present in the area of concern. However, reinfestation 
may be possible, e.g. from root fragments or seeds in the soil.
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