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Next steps for fresh water:
Consultation document

Publication date: February 2016 Publication reference number:ME 1233

This consultation document sets out the Government's proposals to improve the management of fresh water in New Zealand.

Have your say

To make a submission go to the Consultation on next steps for freshwater web page.

Submissions are due by 5.00pm Friday 22 April 2016.
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Table 1: Summary of key proposals

Fresh water and our environment

Amend the NP5-FM to improve direction on:

* exceptions to national bottom lines for catchments with significant infrastructure

« using the Macroinvertebrate Community Index as a mandatory monitoring method

= applying water quality attributes to intermittently closing and opening lakes and lagoons
« what it means to ‘maintain or improve overall water quality’.

Exclude stock from water bodies through regulation.

Economic use of fresh water

Require more efficient use of fresh water and good management practice.

Iwi rights and interests in fresh water

Strengthen Te Mana o te Wai as the underpinning platform for community discussions on fresh water.
Improve iwi/hapi participation in freshwater governance and management.

Better integrate water conservation orders (WCOs) with regional water planning and allow for increased iwi
participation and decision-making on WCOs.

Freshwater funding

Set up the ‘Next Steps for Freshwater Improvement Fund'.
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Observations

Is a national discussion document, provides signals not direction
(at this stage)

Have cognisance of but not get side-tracked by

Similar conversations had at national level as what are occurring
through HRWO process

MCI — useful for monitoring
Stock exclusion of water ways

Complementary and contradictory direction when viewed with the
RM Legislation Bill

Submissions close 22 April 2016
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Can we do more?
Canwe (and should we) work
to make the Waikato healthier,
stronger and more vibrant?

We think so.
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Beginning a wider conversation

Understand the issues and opportunities for the region around
water

Platform to confidently inform the national water conversation —
from a regional perspective

High level regional issues
The growing demand for water
More tools for better results
Connecting water quantity and quality
A strong voice in the national conversation
The right research
lwi rights and interests
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Let’'s think (and talk) about ...

- Economic instruments - Sustainable Waikato event
March 2

Let’s talk water.

- Beginning the conversation

- Operational options

- More water trading
- Better land use

- Increased efficiencies HERE'S HOW
- Water storage @ Provide feedback via the website www.letstalkwater.nz

Email letstalkwater@waikatoregion.govt.nz

- lwi rights and interests

: : E/ Write to Let's Talk Water, Waikato Regional Council,
- Legislative change =4 Private Bag 3038, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton 3240

RO Talk to us. Call freephone 0800 800 401.
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WAIKATO RIVER & WAIPA RIVER

t t .
DairyNZ
Waikato River Authority
Waikato Regional Council

February 2016
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Purpose

River Restoration Forum
River Iwi, WRA, WRC, TA’s, DOC, DNZ, Fonterra, MRP, Genesis

to maximise opportunities to realise the Vision and Strategy for the Waikato
River catchment

Objective - oversee the preparation of a staged 5-15 year Waikato /
Waipa River Restoration Action Plan

Purpose - To guide future ‘on the ground’ activities for all organisations
undertaking restoration through identification of specific, technically
achievable, prioritised, geographically based management actions

Builds on previous work but will inform priorities for the available funding
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Restoration Strategy refresh

The Restoration Strategy will be broken into four core units
Waipa, Upper Waikato, Central and Lower Waikato and Shallow Lakes.

A fifth unit considering wetland restoration priorities is being developed and will be incorporated
into the Restoration Strategy once completed.

Each unit will include the following:
Summary of current state
Stakeholder aspirations and goals for achieving the Vision and Strategy
Identification of locations of risk and opportunity for in-scope matters
A prioritised list of actions for achieving catchment goals over the next 5-15 years
Unit based actions will also be prioritised on a whole of catchment basis.

This approach will provide guidance to stakeholders working across just
one management unit area through to those working across all
management units.
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Timeframe for delivery

2015 2016 2017

April June Aug Oct Dec Feb April June Aug Oct Dec Feb April  June

_ Jun Mar
Waipa 2016 2017
) Dec Mar
Upper Waikato 2016 2017
) Mar  May
Central/Lower Waikato 2017 2017
Mar
Shallow lakes 2017
_ Jun
Final Strategy prep 2017
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Update on activities

Waipa
Goals confirmed via goal setting hui

Sedimentation/erosion and biodiversity priority sites identified through
modelling

Fisheries hui, modelling and identification of priority sites
Identification of priority sites for recreational access

Lakes
Terms of Reference for lakes modelling developed
4 lakes selected for modelling: Waikare, Waahi, Rotomanuka and Ngaroto
Management scenarios to test the actions most likely to facilitate change
Lakes modelling to be completed by December 2016
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Further update

Upper Waikato
Modelling of erosion/sedimentation and biodiversity complete

Goal setting hui scheduled for March 16

Lower Waikato/Central
Modelling of erosion/sedimentation and biodiversity complete

Selection of overall prioritisation model for biophysical actions (INFFER)
Separate workstream for identification of iwi priorities (to be led by

Waikato-Tainui College)
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NPSFM
Appendix 3
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NPSFM Appendix 3

Policy CA3 of the NPS-FM provides an opportunity for infrastructure
managers to seek listing in Appendix 3 of the NPS. Only applies where:
existing water quality does not meet national bottom line, and

regional council considers it appropriate to set freshwater objective below bottom line,
because
Infrastructure in whole or in part contributes to the existing water quality level

The population of Appendix 3 provides for a public consultation process

Listing in Appendix 3 does not automatically guarantee inclusion, that
will be decided through a Schedule 1 consultation process

Healthy environment Wai katO

Strong economy kv v‘

REGIONAL Ccou NCIL

Vibrant communities



WRC rationale

WRC manages significant flood protection infrastructure that provides
region with agreed level of service for community protection and
productivity

Exemption application allows WRC to continue to deliver levels of
service pending the outcomes of RMA planning processes

Potential listing enables infrastructure to be considered for an exemption

Region wide approach, acknowledging that the Vision and Strategy
prevails for the Waikato and Waipa catchments
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Next steps

Council endorsement of ICM Committee recommendation, including
continuing conversations with river lwi

Application to be considered for inclusion in Appendix 3 for public
consultation by the Ministry for the Environment

Ministry for the Environment to progress through a consultation
process for inclusion of significant infrastructure

Previously indicated consultation early 2016, likely to now follow
outcomes of Next steps for Freshwater discussion document
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